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BULLETIN 

OF   THE 

Newport    Historical    Society 

Number  Eighty  NEWPORT,  R.  1.  July.  1931 

ANNUAL  MEETING  NUMBER 

REPORTS 

of  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer 
and  Chairmen  of  Committees 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  26th,  at  four  o'clock. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Roderick  Terry,  the  President, 
Rev.  Stanley  C.  Hughes,  Second  Vice-President,  presided. 

There  was  a  large  attendance. 

The  meeting  being  called  to  order,  Mr.  Hughes  ex- 
pressed the  profound  regret  felt  for  the  illness  of  Doctor 
and  Mrs.  Terry;  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  convey  to  Dr.  Terry,  by  letter,  the 
deep  and  sincere  sympathy  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Hughes  then  read  the  report  of  the  President,  which 
had  been  written  by  Dr.  Terry,  as  follows: 

REPORT   OF  THE   PRESIDENT 

For  the  Year   Ending  May,  1U31 

The  annals  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society  are  un- 
fortunately lacking  in  any  items  of  excitement  or  interest, 
being  simply  a  record  of  the  daily  doings  of  our  stafl'  and 
the  condition  of  the  building  and  collections.  The  impor- 
tance of  such  an  organization  and  the  work  which  it  accom- 
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plishes  does  not  appear  on  the  surface  of  reports  but  is 
appreciated  by  those  who  make  use  of  it,  and  the  questions 
of  genealogical  and  other  historical  records  which  we 
receive  from  all  parts  of  the  world  prove  that,  though  a  quiet 
and  unostentatious  oganization,  our  Society  is  one  of  real 
value  to  the  world.  We  therefore  have  not  much  of  unusual 
interest  of  which  to  boast,  but  can  have  satisfaction  in  the 
belief  that  we  are  accomplishing  some  good  in  the  world. 

The  Secretary  is  continually  referring  in  his  reports  to 
the  activities  of  the  staff  and  I  am  sure  the  members  of  the 
Society  appreciate  their  devotion  to  the  work  and  its  suc- 
cessful operation. 

In  one  respect  at  least  the  history  of  the  past  year  is  a 
cause  for  congratulation.  Anyone  who  is  familiar  with  the 
financial  department  of  such  an  institution,  realizes  that  in 
these  days  it  is  very  diflicult  to  avoid  running  into  debt. 
Upon  almost  any  morning,  if  any  of  you  should  look  into 
the  room  of  our  Assistant  Treasurer,  Mr.  Mayer,  you  would 
probably  find  him  before  a  desk  covered  by  figures  which 
he  is  working  out  with  great  effort  trying  to  make  five  dol- 
lars (income  pay  six  dollars  worth  of  bills;  and,  the  aston- 
ishing fact  is  that  he  does  it,  as  he  is  a  wizard  and  a  hard 
worker.  All  the  regular  expenses  of  the  Society  and  such 
necessary  additions  as  are  implied  in  leaky  roofs,  with  w  hich 
we  are  familiar,  are  met  from  the  same  source.  Any  extra 
work,  which  is  not  absolutely  needed,  is  paid  for  by  subscrip- 
tion, which  is  as  it  should  be,  so  that  the  Report  that  the 
Treasurer  presents  shows  exactly  the  financial  condition  of 
the  institution.  If  anyone  is  willing  to  present  us  with  money 
for  some  particular  object,  we  are  always  grateful  to  re- 
ceive it,  but  are  hoping  not  to  be  obliged  for  our  regular 
expenses  to  ask  for  sulbscriptions  as  we  have  had  to  do  so 
often  in  the  past. 

One  duty,  I  imagine  belongs  to  an  organization  like 
ours,  namely,  that  of  recording,  more  or  less  in  complete 
fashion,  the  various  historical  events  occurring  in  the  city. 
It  has  never  been  customary  to  do  this  in  the  President's 
report,  but  future  records  which  seem  of  value  should  be 
noted.  There  were  only  two  important  events  to  be  record- 
ed during  the  past  year,  mention  will  be  made  of  the  inter- 
esting international  yacht  races  held  in  Newport  last  sum- 


nuT,  and  the  visit  of"  Admiral  Hyrd  to  the  city,  who  presented 
two  iiiterestiiiif  addresses  ujjon  liis  visit  to  the  South  Pole. 
But  it  has  not  been  a  year  marked  witli  any  very  notieeable 
events. 

The  President  desires  ai^ain  to  express  his  ai)preeiation 
of  the  work  done  hy  the  members  of  the  staff  and  espeeially 
l)y  our  diligent  Seeretary,  and  also  by  the  various  eomittees, 
particularly  by  Miss  Stevens  of  the  Museum  Committee,  and 
Mr.  liergner  of  the  Committee  on  l^uilding  and  (irounds, 
and  Mrs.  Gardner  of  the  Library,  these  call  for  an  expres- 
sion of  admiration   and  gratitude. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Roderick  Terry- 

SECRETARY'S   REPORT 

It  seems  hardly  worth  while  to  s|)eak  of  the  improve- 
ments made  on  the  grounds  of  our  building,  for  the  reason 
that  no  one  who  approaches  this  i)art  of  Touro  Street  can 
fail  to  be  impressed  by  the  changes  for  the  better  which 
have  been  made  during  the  past  year.  But  we  all  remember 
the  lot  next  door,  when  the  old  Bailey  house  stood  there, 
decrepit  and  desolate,  though  not  ancient  enough  to  merit 
restoration  and  preservation  as  a  representative  Newport 
dwelling  of  the  settler  period.  We  recall  the  purchase  of 
the  lot  by  Dr.  Terry,  and  the  inniiense  satisfaction  it  gave  us 
to  feel  that  his  generous  gift  of  it  to  our  Society  assured  us 
for  all  time  security  from  encroachment  on  the  part  of 
unwelcome  neighbours,  and  room  for  an  enlargement  of 
our  building,  should  the  growth  of  our  museum  collection 
make  that  necessary.  It  is  within  this  past  year,  however, 
that  the  greatest  visible  change  has  been  wrought.  The 
comi)letion  of  the  Christian  Science  Church,  the  embellish- 
ment of  the  grounds,  the  setting  out  of  trees  and  shrubs,  the 
rei)ainting  of  the  Jewish  Synagogue — all  these  factors  have 
combined  to  make  the  Historical  Society's  home  as  attrac- 
tive externally  as  it  is  interesting  within. 

The  new  Indian  Room,  the  smallest  in  dimensions,  is, 
perhaps,  the  biggest  in  results.  Our  visitors  show  the  great- 
est interest  in  the  display  of  relics  of  the  "Vanishing  Race." 
The  two  individuals  who  have  never  tired  of  arranging  and 


re-arranging  this  exhibit,  are  both  absent  from  this  meeting; 
therefore  I  can  broadcast  their  praise  without  regard  for 
their  extreme  modesty.  Every  one  of  the  tiny  arrowheads — 
and  what  a  multitude  of  them  there  is — was  washed  with 
soap  and  water  before  being  placed  upon  its  shelf  in  the 
show-case.  How  many  of  the  persons  who  examine  them 
will  appreciate  the  hours  of  painstaking  labor  which  have 
been  devoted  to  making  them  attractive  in  appearance  and 
worthy  of  minute  inspection? 

The  same  two  human  pillars  of  the  museum  are  now 
engaged  in  re-arranging  some  of  the  objects  in  the  first 
exhibition  hall  with  the  purpose  of  creating  a  group  to 
represent  a  room  in  a  Newport  home  of  150  or  200  years  ago. 
This  will  doubtless  be  an  interesting  feature  when  it  has 
been  completed. 

In  speaking  of  the  Indian  Room,  I  should  have  men- 
tioned the  portraits  which  adorn  the  w^alls.  One  of  these  is 
of  especial  interest  to  us.  It  is  the  picture  of  RED  JACKET, 
who  was  a  very  prominent  orator  and  the  last  Chief  of  the 
Senecas,  b.  1752,  d.  1820.  The  medal  which  is  conspicuous 
on  the  chieftain's  breast,  is  of  silver,  and  was  presented  to 
him  by  George  Washington  in  1792.  It  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Ruifalo  Historical  Society.  A  replica  in 
bronze  of  this  medal  is  owned  by  the  Newi^ort  Historical 
Society. 

Referring  once  more  to  the  improvements  to  the 
grounds  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  handsome  iron 
fence  on  the  south  side  of  the  lot,  and  the  ancient  tallow 
boiling  cauldron  in  the  middle  of  it  were  presented  to  the 
Society  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Sullivan. 

As  illustrating  the  efficiency  of  an  important  and  active 
arm  of  our  institution — genealogical  research — I  cite  the 
following: — 

On  March  7th  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hiram  C. 
Todd,  of  the  firm  of  Raldwin,  Hutchins  &  Todd,  lawyers. 
New  York,  stating  that  the  writer  had  been  referred  to  us  by 
Mr.  .James  P.  Cozzens  of  Newport,  in  order  to  gain  informa- 
tion regarding  the  Cozzens  faniiily,  to  which  Mr.  Todd  was 
related. 

We  replied,  stating  that  we  would  search  our  records, 
that  the  search  might  involve  a  good  deal  of  time  and  labor. 


and  that  our  cluuifes  would  be  at  the  rate  of  7")  cents  an 
hour. 

To  this  Mr.  Todd  replied,  requesting  us  to  go  ahead 
with  the  search  and  limiting  the  work  to  twenty  hours. 

Thereu|)on  the  work  was  hegun.  We  looked  through 
all  our  card  indices;  followed  all  clues  to  cemetery  records, 
genealogies,  hiographies,  newspapers,  histories,vital  records, 
wills  and  land  evidences.  We  went  to  the  (^.ity  Hall  and 
looked  through  birth,  death  and  marriage  records. 

Up  to  this  i)oint  nothing  of  value  to  Mr.  Todd  had  been 
discovered,  and  fifteen  hours  had  been  spent  on  the  futile 
(|uest.  As  the  matter  seemed  now  almost  hopeless,  w-e  wrote 
to  Mr.  Todd,  informing  him  of  what  we  had  done  and  ex- 
pressing regret  for  our  failure.  We  told  him  that  there  was 
one  small  possibility  left.  A  clipping  from  a  Newport  Mer- 
cury of  September  11th,  1915,  pointed  to  the  residence  in 
Pueblo,  Colorado,  of  a  Mr.  H.  Cozzens;  and  we  had  written 
to  this  gentleman  from  whom  as  yet  we  had  received  no 
reply. 

Mr.  Todd  replied  promptly  to  our  discouraging  letter 
and  enclosed  a  cheque  for  Jpll.25,  to  cover  the  cost  of  fifteen 
liours'  work.  He  expressed  no  disappointment,  evidently 
believing  that  we  had  done  all  that  was  possible  under  the 
circumstances.  He  begged  to  be  informed  of  the  results  of 
our  letter  to  Colorado. 

Several  days  passed.  Then,  one  morning,  we  founii  in 
our  mail  a  letter  with  a  Colorado  postmark.  It  was  from 
the  widow  of  Mr.  H.  Cozzens,  he  having  died  several  years 
ago;  and  it  contained  tlie  key  to  the  whole  situation;  opened 
to  us  and  to  Mr.  Hiram  C.  Todd  the  door  to  all  the  know- 
ledge of  which  he  was  in  search. 

Lloyd  M.  Maykr, 

Secretarv. 


NEW  MEMBERS 

Charles  B.  Wiggin,  Sustaining 

Michael  F.  Shea,  Subscribing 

Mrs.  Lovering   Wharton  Annual 


DECEASED  MEMBERS 

George  B.  Austin 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Bracket! 
Dr.  William  N.  Bullard 
Professor  John  W.  Burgess 
Mrs.  Thomas  Dunn 
Miss  Isabella  C.  Taber 
Mrs.  William  H.  Hammett 
Mrs.  William  Rogers  Morgan 
Rear  Admiral  Joseph  B.  Murdock 
Miss  Mary  E.  Powel 
Mrs.  Harriet  Stevens 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Stewart 
Joseph  S.  Lovering  Wharton 
Miss  Nina  Wilks 
14  members  deceased 

RESIGNATIONS 

Miss  Katharine  K.  Adams 
Miss  Eleanor  M.  Barker 
Miss  Ella  Brownell 
Mrs.  WilLiam  M.  Bullard 
Dr.  Halsey  DeWolf 
Julian  D.  Hamlin 
Mrs.  Fanny  D.  Hay  den 
Mrs.  Frederick  Nichols 
Mrs.  S.  W.  W.  Pomero}^ 
Mrs.  John  Rodgers 
Miss  E.  B.  Waring 
11  resignations. 

MEETINGS 

P'ive  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have  been  held : 
July  28,  193(n  September  15,  1930;  November  17,  1930; 
January  22,  1931;  March  16,  1931. 

THREE  SOCIETY  MEETINGS 

August  18,  1930 — Miss  Stevens  read  a  paper  on  "Trinity 
Church  and  Some  of  its  Members,"  and  Dr.  Terry  read  a 
paper  on  "Some  Old  Newport  Broadsides." 


November  17 — Miss  Tilley  read  a  paper  on  "A  New- 
porter's  Wanderings  in  (ienealogicai  Hy-Paths." 

February  16,  llKil — Dr.  Terry  read  from  the  first  part 
of  the  "Diary  of  Dr.  Thayer. 

31.3  letters  have  been  written. 

21)()  letters  have  been  received   (105  genealogical). 

There  have  been  2(K)6  visitors  to  the  rooms,  184  research 
workers,  exclusive  of  teleplume  calls. 

The  Assistant  Librarian,  Mrs.  Minsenberger,  read  the 
list  of  acquisitions,  as  follows: 

ACQUISITIONS 

A  skate  discovered  at  Green  Knd  Pond,  1930,  by  Mr. 
Esau  Kenipenaar 

Gift  of  Mr.  Kenipenaar 

1  old  blue  pitcher  used  for  vinegar  at  the  Ellery  House 

George  Washington  Mug,  purchased  in  1H7()  by  Miiss 
Henrietta  (^banning  Ellery 

Old  Tumbler  from  the  house  of  William  Ellery  on 
Thames  Street 

Old  Pitcher  from  the  house  of  William  Ellery  on 
Thames  Street 

John  Hancock  cuj)  and  saucer,  (iiven  by  Mrs.  Chew  of 
Philadelphia  to  Miss  Henrietta  Channing  Ellery 

Old  box  which  belonged  to  Miss  Henrietta  C  Elleiy 
when  she  was  a  little  girl 

A  small  purse  from  Ellens-  house,  Thames  Street 

Gifts  of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  William  H.  Hammett 

A  revolver  carried  during  the  Civil  War  by  Lieut. 
F.  T.  Peet,  of  the  Marine  Corps 

A  rifle,  of  about  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American;  War 

Gifts  of  Dr.  Roderick  Terry 

Pen  and  ink  drawings  of  the  Champlin  and  Mason 
coat-of-arms 

Phot()grai)hs  of  the  portrait  by  Gilbert  Stuart  of  Com. 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  i)hotographs  of  min- 
iatures of  Oliver  Hazard  and  Mrs.  Perry 

Gifts  of  Mrs.  Creorge  Champlin  Mason,  Jr. 

Picture  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  (Wetherell's  Car- 
riage Factory),  Sherman  Street 

Gift  of  Dr.  William  Sherman 


10  silver  buttons  and  1   buckle  from  old  fashioned 

knee  breeches  Gift  of  Miss  Phebe  Bull 

1  case  containing  four  bottles   used   in   the   Taylor 

Drug  Store,  104  Thames  Street.  First  bottle 
used  by  Robert  J.  Taylor,  and  the  others  (3) 
used  by  his  son,  James  H.  Taylor,  who  later 
carried  on  the  bushiess 

2  large   glass  bottles   from   Dr.  Taylor's   apothecary 

shop  on  Thames  Street,  (formerly  Dr.  Turner's 
shop) 
1  small  medicine  bottle 

Gifts  of  Miss  Lillian  Pearson 

The  report    of   the    Treasurer   was   then    read    by    the 
Assistant  Treasurer,  as  follows: 

Statement   of  Receipta  and  Expenses  for  the  Fiseal   Year 
Ending  April  30,  1931 


Receipts 

Expenses 

Dues 

.$1,228.00 

Salaries 

$3,120.00 

State  Appropriatioi 

I  1,000.00 

Janitor 

604.63 

Dividends 

1,858.95 

Supplies 

78.15 

Hazard   House 

465.00 

Telephone 

76.70 

Sales  of  Bulletins 

15.15 

Light 

72.28 

Donations 

75.00 

Postage 

94.11 

Rents 

339.00 

Gas 

10.91 

Research  Fees 

48.80 

Repairs 

24.20 

Cash  Box 

3.39 

Water 

13.00 

Interest 

7.00 

Printing   Notices 

34.00 

Express 

2.00 

Taxes 

26.50 

Coal 

377.50 

Flagpole 

70.00 

Weather  Vane 

6.00 

Care  of  Grounds 

21 .  10 

Furnace   Cleaning 

11.50 

Refreshments 

19.05 

Pictures  of  Old  Houses  1.80 

Total  Receipts  $5,040.29     Total  Expenses,        $4,663.43 


Halanccs:  Balances: 

April  'Ml  VSMl  April  'M),  V.YM, 

Bank            .1^17(3. :«  Bank,             544. 00 

P.  C.                 3.47  170.80  P.  C.              12. (>6     556.60 


-'p5,220.(M)  .1^5,220.00 

BOOK  FUND.  Balance,  April  30,  1931,  .^143.40 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  Historical  Society -1^556.66 

Less  (hie  Hazard  House '1^4(i5.00 

Surplus -1^91.66 

BOOK  FUND 

April  30,  1930  Balance  ,$185.4/ 

July  1,  1930  Divd.  51.00 

31,  1930  Disct.  1.35 

Sept.  22,  1930  Refund  .85 

Oct.  2,1930  Divd.  51.00 

Jan.  2.  1931  Diivd.  51.00 

Ai)l.  1.  19:n  Divd.  51.00  $391.67 

May 
June 


July 

AU2. 


Nov 


1. 

Lauriat   Sailing   Ships 

,$2.00 

27. 

Whalers  of  New  England 

2.00 

28. 

Dodge   Genealogy 

14.05 

3. 

Post  Cards 

22.75 

23. 

Five  Generations 

4. '84 

24. 

Roger  Williams 

8.18 

26. 

Antiques 

8.00 

Winthrop  Fleet 

7.50 

22. 

Directory 

6.00 

31. 

Goodspecd's  Ingalls  Gen. 

5.00 

4. 

Corrections   Arnold's   Vital 

Slat. 

1.50 

The  N.  E.  Flag 

1.00 

Post  Cards 

7.00 

16. 

Sea  Books,  Chatterton 

7.50 

Enihlems  R.  I. 

2.00 

■Ml 

Mercury  Photostats 

73.70 

19. 

Benedict  Arnold 

2.00 

20. 

Bihliographical  Society  of  Am. 

12.00 

24. 

Planters  of  the  Commonwea 

1th 

7.50 

Dec.    11.     Pictures  of  Old  Houses  18.99 


12. 

Supplies,  Library 

5.50 

12. 

Service   Charge  Bank 

1.00 

1931 

Feb.      5. 

Pathways 

4.16 

Mar.    31. 

Weikert  Family 

3.50 

Apl.       1. 

Life  of  John  Eliot 

7.74 

25. 

N.  E.  Clockmakers 
Old  N.  E.  Furniture 

Bristol,  R.  L 

12.97 

248.18 

Balance  in  Bank,  April  30,  1931  $143.49 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY   COMMITTEE 

Of  the  Historical  Society,  Newport,  R.  I.,  May  26,  1931 

The  record  for  the  past  year  will  be  very  brief. 

There  is  an  income  for  the  Library  each  year  amount- 
ing to  about  Ji>204.00  and  this  year  1^248.18  has  been  spent, 
but  that  does  not  mean  that  the  account  has  been  overdrawn^ 
for  there  was  quite  a  balance  left  last  year. 

The  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  added  is  297,  of 
which  32  books  were  purchased,  189  books  came  as  gifts, 
and  76  by  exchange. 

The  number  of  people  using  the  Library  has  been  184, 
but  of  course  that  means  a  much  larger  number  of  books 
consulted.  The  Daily  News  (T.  T.  Pitman  Corp.)  has  re- 
called the  volumes  of  their  newspaper  covering  the  years 
1874-91,  which  were  on  deposit  with  the  Historical  Society, 
but  the  Kedwro  I  Library  has  loaned  to  the  Society  volumes 
covering  the  years  1877- April  10,  1891,  leaNing  only  a  few 
gaps  in  an  otherwise  complete  file.  The  other  volumes  for- 
merly left  with  the  Society  by  the  Daily  News,  have  now 
been  presented  to  us. 

In  the  matter  of  gifts  we  often  accept  a  great  many 
books  which  prove  to  be  duplicates,  and,  if  of  value,  these 
are  kept  in  reserve  to  replace  copies  which  may  be  worn 
out  or  lost.  If  of  little  value,  they  are  placed  on  shelves  in 
the  basement  for  sale  or  exchange.  We  must  needs  be  care- 
ful in  adding  to  our  collection  as  our  shelf  room  is,  even 
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at  present,  inadequate.  And  in  this  connection  I  niiijlit  tell 
you  about  what  we  hope  to  do  to  increase  our  shelviui^.  Tlie 
stacks  in  the  Library  upstairs  are  indeed  "old  style"  but  it 
seemed  wise  to  try  and  add  others  of  the  same  type  or  make. 
No  one  to  whom  we  referred  could  tell  where  tbey  came 
from  or  when,  so  back  fdes  of  bills  were  searched  and  sure 
enough,  Jan.  7,  VMYA,  the  Society  received  and  paid  a  bill  of 
$445.00  for  stacks  "as  per  agreement,  Pipe  style."  A  letter 
lias  been  sent  to  the  firm,  (leorge  Stikemar  of  280  Broadway, 
N.  Y.,  but  no  re|)ly  has  been  received  as  yet.  It  is  tpiite 
possible  the  firm  has  gone  out  of  existence. 

Tbe  Library  has  been  given  a  glass-enclosed  book-case 
by  Miss  Lieber,  whicb  will  be  used  in  the  Reference  FToom. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

INhLDREn   A.   CiARDNER, 

Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee. 

REPORT   OF   THE   CHAIRMAN    OF   THE 
MUSEUM   COMMITTEE 

The  Museum  Committee  reports  a  satisfactory  year, 
with,  as  usual,  a  number  of  valuable  accessions  to  the  So- 
ciety's collections,  notable  amonig  which  is  the  fine  collec- 
tion of  luster-ware  contained  in  a  cabinet,  a  becpiest  of  the 
late  T.  T.  Pitman. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  filling 
up  of  the  Indian  Room,  where  the  Peckham  collection  of 
stone  implements,  the  gift  of  Dr.  Terr}-;  the  rare  baskets 
given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Kldgar;  Charles  Bird  King's  por- 
traits of  Indian  Chieftains,  and  a  variety  of  other  objects 
may  be  seen.  By  this  installation,  a  serious  lack  in  our 
arrangements  has  been  supplied. 

Some  work  has  also  been  done  on  the  general  collec- 
tions. The  photographs  of  prominent  Newport  men  have 
been  grouped  in  the  upper  exhibition  hall,  where  they  are 
displayed  to  good  advantage.  Specimens  of  the  old  time 
furniture  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  have  been  grouped 
in  the  lower  hall  to  represent  a  modest  interior  of  Colonial 
or  Federal  times,  as  well  as  may  be,  with  the  limited  space 
at  our  disposal. 
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The  Wanton-Lyman-Hazard  House  has  had  a  very  suc- 
cessful year.  It  was  open,  during  the  Summer  months,  three 
times  a  week,  the  members  of  this  Society  acting  as 
hostesses  on  these  occasions.  A  good  niumber  of  visitors 
attended  on  each  day  and  many  expressions  of  interest  and 
pleasure  were  heard.  Gifts  of  old-fashioned  furnishings 
have  continued  to  come  in,  all  of  which  are  most  helpful  in 
creating  the  atmosphere  of  a  real  home  of  Colonial  days. 
The  cradle  of  "Charming  Polly  Wanton,"  with  its  silver 
name  plate,  and  the  fire  screen  worked  by  her  own  hands, 
are  of  interest,  as  is  another  very  handsome  mahogany 
cradle,  the  resting-place  of  Fanny,  daughter  of  Governor 
Wanton,  and  doubtless  a  cousin  of  the  little  Polly. 

Beside  the  regular  visitors'  days,  the  History  classes  of 
Rogers  High  and  St.  Joseph's  Parochial  Schools  have  in- 
spected the  house,  and  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution have  held  several  meetings  there.  During  the  winter 
shutters  were  fitted  to  the  rear  windows,  and  this  spring 
two  coats  of  paint,  of  an  old-fashioned  grey,  have  been 
applied  to  the  exterior. 

The  D.  A.R.  will  graciously  act  as  hostesses  in  conjunc- 
tion with  members  of  our  Society  during  the  coming  season, 
and  the  visitiing  days,  it  is  proposed,  will  be  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday. 

Maud  L.  Stevens, 

Chairman. 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    BUILDING  AND 
GROUND 

Newport  Historical  Society  for  the  Year  1930-1931 

Since  our  last  Annual  Meeting,  through  the  generosity 
of  our  President,  Dr.  Roderick  Terry,  a  room  has  been  reno- 
vated, new  electric  lights  installed  and  new  cases  made  for 
the  proper  exhibition  of  our  difierent  Indian  Collections. 
This  room  is  now  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  building. 

Our  roof  has  been  leaking  for  a  long  time  and  lit  has  been 
necessary  to  constant!}^  move  the  difierent  exhibits  to  some 
supposed  dry  spot,  but  now  the  roof  has  been  fixed  most 
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thorouglily,  does  not  leak  any  more,  and  the  exhibition  hall 
will  in  a  short  time  be  in  good  condition  again  with  the 
several  collections  properly  arranged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jonas  Hergner- 


Miss  Anna  F.  Hunter  rose  to  address  the  Chairman  and 
spoke  of  the  disparity  between  the  number  of  new  members 
elected,  and  the  members  deceased  and  resigned.  Miss 
Hunter  thought  something  should  be  done  to  increase  the 
membership. 

Mrs.  Fearing  explained  that  during  the  life  of  the  late 
Mr.T.T. Pitman  energetic  measures  had  been  taken  by  the 
Committee  on  Membershij)  of  which  he  was  the  Chairman, 
which  had  resulted  in  swelling  the  lists  of  members. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  William  W.  Covell,  Chairman  of 
the  Connnittee  on  Nominations,  Mr.  Hughes,  Chairman  of 
the  Meeting,  requested  Mrs.  D.  B.  Fearing  to  read  the  names 
of  the  Officers  and  Directors  proposed  for  re-election  for  the 
ensuing  year,  as  follows: 

OFFICERS 

President Dk.  Roderick  Tehry 

First  Vice  President F.  K.  Stirciis 

Second  Vice-PresidO-nt .  .  .Rev.  Stanley  C.  Hkihes 

Third  Vice  President William  R,  Harvey 

Corresi)onding  Secretary.  .Maid  Lyman  Stevens 

Treasurer William   Stevens 

Secretary,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Treasurer 

Lloyd  M.  Mayer 
Curator  of  Coins  and  Medals.  .Edwin  P.  Rodinson 

HOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
For  Three  Yearn 

Mrs.  C.  L.  F.  Robinson  Mrs.  Bradford  Norman 

Jonas  Bergner  William  H.  Vanderbilt 
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It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  OOicers  and  Directors 
as  nominated  be  re-elected,  and  the  Chairman  requested 
the  Secretary  to  cast  one  ballot,  which  was  done. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  Second  Part  of  tlie 
DIARY  OF  DR.  THATCHh:R  THAYER 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  refreshments  were 
served  in  the  Newspaper  Room,  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Gardner 
doina  the  honours  of  the  tea  table. 


DR.  THAYER'S  DIARY-Part  IL 

July  29th.  Have  this  week  met  Mons.  Bouvier,  minister 
of  the  Established  Clinch;  we  conversed  on  the  subject  of 
the  union  of  Church  and  State.  It  seems  strange  to  hear 
men  reason  (in  favour  of  such  union  but  one  needs  to  feel 
continually  there  are  two  sides  to  a  question  and  they  who 
express  themselves  contidently  in  America  because  sur- 
rounded by  free  institutions  ought  to  listen  to  the  views  of 

men   educated   amid   the  systems  of  Europe Visited 

Fernay,  the  famous  chateau  of  Voltaire.  The  house  is 
decayed  and  the  grounds  are  in  want  of  culture,  but  tlie 
situation  is  most  delightful.  The  grove  and  the  walks  are 
L.till  full  of  attraction,.  The  avenue  remains  where  he  walked 
and  at  one  end  of  which  he  sat  and  wrote.  They  point  out 
still  the  rooms  appropriated  to  his  library;  his  private 
theatre,  and  the  little  chapel  still  exists  built  by  him  for 
the  Catholic  population  of  Fernay.  They  show  a  window 
built,  they  say,  for  him  to  look  through  to  mock.  His  mon- 
ument is  outside  the  church  against  a  wall  because  the 
Curate  refused  to  admit  within,  the  memorial  of  a  man  who 
had  so  mocked.  In  a  side  apartment  is  a  smaller  and  showy 
monument  formerly  containing  his  heart.  I  walked  about 
and  surveyed  everything  with  curious  eyes  but  felt  no  en- 
thusiasm. The  evil  done  by  that  man  was  immense.  The 
beauty  of  his  style  could  not  compensate  for  the  essential 
vileness  of  his  infidelity.  Other  phases  of  unbelief  succeed 
and  still  in  our  world  rise  men  to  assail  the  faith  of  Christ. 
Strange  that  the  human  heart  is  so  desperate  to  quench  the 
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only  light  of  our  mysterious  way  imto  immensity!  But  the 
faith  of  Christ  lives  as  fresh  and  full  of  energy  as  ever.  When 
ages  on  ages  have  wrapped  in  darkness  the  memory  of  its 
enemies  the  cross  will  he  gaining  fulness  and  splendor.  Bet- 
ter the  humblest  believer  at  whom  Voltaire  sneered  than  all 
that  brilliant  assemblage  of  wits  who  lived  without  Christ 
and  died  either  scared  or  stupid. 

August.     Have  just   returned   from   an   excursion   of  a 
week   to   iMt.   Blanc.     It   is   impossible    to   record   anything 
worthy  of  the  mountain  scenery  of  Switzerland.    We  set  out 
on  a  most  beautiful  morning  and  from  the  first  met  nothing 
but  impressive  views  of  nature.     It  is  a  glorious  country. 
No  language  is  exaggerated  that  extols  it.    From  (reneva  to 
Chamounix  alone  the  ride  was  worth  any  effort.     But  as  if 
to  show  most  painfully  the  contrast  of  man  with  the  unfall- 
en    creation,    we    saw    continually  on    our  way  groups    of 
wxetched     beggars,  dwarfed     and     deformed;     numberless 
instances  of  the  goitre.    The  young  man  accompanying  us 
as    French     instructor    to    the  boys  whose    abhorrence    of 
Popery  amounts  to  a  mania,  ascribed  all  this  beggary  to 
their  religion.     But  what,  then,  can  be  said  of  English  beg- 
gars, where  unlike  Savoy  riches  beyond  account  are  by  the 
side  of  poverty  deep  and  awful.     How  quietly  Providence 
refutes  men's  small  theories f     We  arrived  at   Chamounix 
about  dusk,  just  in  time  to  witness  a  return  of  a  successful 
traveller  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Blanc.  He  was  a  Scotchman 
and   seemed  but  little   overcome  by  his  expedition.     It   is 
counted   a   great  exploit  to   accomplish   the  full   ascension. 
and  accordingly  there  was  firing  of  guns  and  gathering  of 
people  to  greet  the  party.  The  work  demands  twelve  guides 
part  of  the  way  and  five  the  rest.    The  expense  of  the  whole 
is  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.    Fine  weather  is  necessary 
and  something  like  three  days  to  go  and  return.  The  danger 
is  considerable  from  the  fearful  chasms  in  the  ice  covered 
treacherously  with   snow,   and   the   guides   proceed   slowly, 
each  attached  to  the  other  by  a  cord  to  secure  from  the  fatal 
gulfs.     The  cold,  too,  is  sometimes  intense  and  the  air  ex- 
ceedingly rare.     How  much  vanity  has  to  do  with  human 
action.    To  win  a  battle,  to  be  a  successful  orator,  a  popular 
preacher,  to  ascend  Mt.  Blanc — it  is  all  the  same.     And  yet 
there  must  be  a  wild  kind  of  delight  in  standing  on  that 
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awful  ice  throne.  But  it  is  no  nearer  (iod  Almii>hty  afler 
all!  Next  morning  took  a  guide  and  mules  to  Mt. 

On  our  way  thither  traced  the  course  of  a  river  to  its 
origin  in  a  glacier.  Saw  the  scene  of  a  terrible  disaster  last 
winter  from  an  avalanche.  This  day  took  my  first  lesson 
in  riding  a  mule — a  very  diflerent  animal  from  the  rascally 
asses  of  Geneva.  Steady — aye — steady;  these  mules  go  up 
and  down  mountains  seemingly  only  fit  for  creatures  with 
claws.  Our  guide,  too,  a  most  admirable  specimen  of  his 
class.  There  are  sixty  of  them  at  Chamounix,  regularly 
enrolled  and  disciplined.  (Government  controls  the  whole 
thing  and  the  traveller  is  saved  from  imposition  and  peril 
as  you  have  only  men  carefully  approved.  After  arriving 
at  a  point  where  a  small  house  has  been  built  for  admirers 
of  nature,  we  remained  on  the  mountain  two  hours.  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  climbing  a  little  higher  and  getting  alone. 
Had  a  most  magnificent  view  of  Mt.  Blanc.  Heard  nothing 
human.  Occasionally  a  distant  avalanche  broke  the  awful 
flow  of  the  air.  These  voices  of  nature!  No  wonder  old 
Homer  felt  their  power  and  breathed  into  his  living  Greek 
a  worthy  image  of  one  of  them.  Note  that  the  seer  in  Reve- 
lation sometimes  gives  strong  illustration  of  supernatural 
things  by  these  mighty  sounds. 

I  have  now^  heard  enough  at  least  to  impress.  The  eter- 
nity-like murmur  through  the  old  trees  of  unbroken  forest's. 
"The  many  voiced  sea."  And  now  in  the  Alps  I  have  heard 
the  solemn  tones  of  the  mountains.  Oh,  how  mean  and 
restless  and  vile  seems  man  when  we  gaze  on  such  majesty 
and  purity!  jNIt.  Blanc  was  untroubled  by  cloud.  Its  daz- 
zling front  of  snow — its  fearless  height,  and  then  all  around 
mountains — mountains  so  strong  and  firm!  Oh,  that  view 
was  worth  any  sacrifice.  Dined  at  Chamounix.  Heard  some 
English  ladies  talk  like  a  guide  book  upon  this  beautiful 
route!  And  that  admirable  scene!  It  is  most  grievous  to  see 
women  roaming  about  in  this  kind  of  style.  Nothing  more 
lovely  than  a  woman  at  home;  serene,  pious,  intelligent,  re- 
fined— presiding  over  destinies  of  the  young — softening  the 
home,  that  blessed  institution  of  God — the  source  of  church 
and  state  and  school,  is  ruined  by  this  habit  of  women  going 
over  all  creation.  They  travel  in  most  unfeminine  guise  and 
into  places  where  none  but  men  ought  to  go.  On  our  descent 
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troin  Mt. 1  saw  a  woman   walkintj  down  most   horrible 

places,  holding  her  clothes  with  one  hand. 

She  went  through  a  mountain  stream  as  if  it  were  a 
drawing  room.  Of  course  I  ofifered  her  my  arm — hut  sne 
trod  like  six  men.  My  guide  told  me  of  some  going  to  the 
glaciers,  and  one  actually  lives  in  Geneva  who  made  the 
ascent  of  Mt.  lilanc.  When  on  the  top  she  requested  the 
guide  to  lift  her  up  that  she  might  be  higher  than  any  before 
her.  If  I  can  get  a  look  at  a  safe  distance  I  mean  to  see  that 
woman  before  I  leave  Geneva. 

The  evening  of  this  day  we  set  out  for  Mt. at  the 

Mer  de  Glace  where  after  a  very  steep  ascent  we  arrived  and 
spent  the  night.  The  house  is  built  just  on  the  edge  of  the 
glacier.  Of  course  it  is  inhabited  only  during  the  summer 
months,  l^ut  its  situation  is  most  singular.  Itself  perched 
far  above  the  valley,  it  looks  out  ui)on  the  silent  sea  of  ice 
set  in  front  while  all  around  are  mountains  of  great  height. 
At  six  next  morning  we  commence  a  long  and  toilsome  rout 
to  the  famous  (iarden — about  six  hours  walking  from  the 
Mont.  We  took  two  guides  for  our  party  of  three. 
The  law  wisely  appoints  that,  and  I  was  glad  enough  before 
the  journe\'>  was  finished.  At  first  we  kept  the  mountains 
along  a  path  that  was  more  like  going  up  the  side  of  a  house 
than  anything  else.  Hut  the  guides  were  admirable  and 
tliough  my  head  swam  at  first,  yet  I  soon  learned  to  step  on 
the  track  of  the  firm  and  cautious  pilot  that  went  before, 
This  part  over,  w^e  entered  upon  the  ice  and  walked  literally 
upon  a  sea  of  ice.  A  sight  of  those  glaciers  is  worth  a 
journey  across  the  water.  A  sea  in  furious  agitation  sur- 
denly  arrested  by  frost  and  struck  cold  and  motionless, 
retaining  the  every  shape  of  the  billows,  some  three  hun- 
dred feet  and  more  down,  with  awful  chasms  and  torrents 
of  icy  water  tumbling  through  them.  This  is  a  rapid  sketch 
of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  Occasionally  we  i)assed  vast  ridges  of 
earth  and  rocks  which  had  been  piled  up  by  the  meeting 
of  the  glaciers,  or  avalanches.  Such  exhibition  of  power! 
I  had  seen  the  might  of  the  sea,  but  here  was  another  force 
added.  Here  frozen  seas  met  and  lifted  up  masses.  I  pardon 
the  geologist  for  his  assignhig  so  much  to  the  agency  of  ice 
in  the  changes  of  our  earth.  The  air  was  singular,  but  very 
pleasant.    Our  way  was  very  winding;  sometimes  our  guide 
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took  long  turns  to  avoid  the  crevices  where  a  misstep  would 
have  been  fatal.  After  some  hours'  walking  in  this  manner 
we  took  again  to  the  mountain  and  clambered  along  its 
side.  This  to  me  is  the  most  unpleasant  of  all  foreign 
travelling,  A  path  on  the  edge  of  nothing!  Just  one  false 
step  and  you  bring  up  some  hundreds  of  feet  below  among 
the  rocks!  Then  came  another  interval  of  walking  on  ice; 
but  this  time  covered  with  melted  snow  in  which  we  sank 
over  our  boots.  After  wading  through  this  we  reached  the 
so-called  Garden.  This  is  a  green  spot  of  several  acres 
entirely  free  from  ice  and  snow — yet  surrounded  on  many 
sides  by  glaciers.  The  mountains  enclose  it  like  huge  pali- 
sades. And  there  amid  unchanging  ice  rested  this  "green 
spot."  I  leave  the  explanation,  if  it  need  any,  to  others. 
Enough  to  gather  a  few  wild  flowers  and  then  enjoy  the 
thoughts  that  such  a  scene  must  awaken.  Such  power!  Such 
solitude!  Art  never  profanes  true  nature.  Man  is  baf- 
fled and  comes  only  to  wonder.  And  yet  it  is  far  enough 
from  being  chaos.  All  is  magnificent!  Crystallizations!  Law 
reigns  absolute  as  in  the  garden  of  a  prince.  The  wildest 
peak  of  the  mountains  about  takes  some  shape.  The  huge 
masses  of  ice  are  yet  as  regularly  formed  as  the  most  elabo- 
rately wrought  workmanship  of  man.  It  is  a  place,  that 
garden,  to  escape  from  moral  chaos  of  society  a  moment, 
but  itself  is  not  chaos.  Here  you  feel  God  is  a  god  of  beauty 
and  grandeur  and  present  too  in  most  peculiar  majesty.  How 
I  longed  either  to  be  alone  entirely  or  with  some  that  could 
enter  into  the  meaning  of  such  a  scene.  We  returned  that 
evening  to  Chamounix  tired  enough.  Spent  the  Sabbath  in 
C.  Was  invited  to  attend  the  English  service  which  was 
held  in  a  private  room  in  one  of  the  hotels  as  none  other 
than  Catholic  worship  is  allowed  in  Savoy.  But  concluded 
to  attend  the  church  of  the  place.  There  a  company,  how- 
ever high  or  low — of  whatever  form  assembled  who  had 
abandoned  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  the  "succession"  and 
the  merit  of  the  priesthood — I  would  gladly  attend  but  what 
])reference  should  ^I  give  thd  English  Church  over  the 
Romish?  I  recognize  both  as  true.  They  have  the  great 
doctrine  of  salvation,  amid  many  encumbrances.  They 
both  pretend,  are  both  exclusive  and  worldly — are  both 
opposed     to     individuality     in     religion — only  the  Romish 
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cliurcli  is  more  intense  and  consistent.  1  lie  church  at 
Chamounix  was  even  ta\v(h'ily  adorned,  hut  the  congrega- 
tion was  very  numerous.  I  tried  to  seize  the  truth  of  atone- 
ment hidden  under  all  those  emhiems.  At  twihgiit  I  went 
into  the  Church,  I  love  the  custom  in  Cathohc  countries  of 
leaving  the  Church  open  for  solitary  worship.  It  is  then 
still;  the  solitary  lamp  just  guides  your  way  and  you  can 
in  some  shaded  place  give  scope  to  thought.  As  I  rose  to  go 
out,  I  observe  a  poor  ragged  chimney  sweeper  kneeling  all 
alone.  He  was  not  older  than  one  of  the  boys  accompanying 
me.  After  a  while  he  went  out  of  the  church  and  sat  down 
by  it,  leaning  his  head  upon  his  hands.  There,  perhaps, 
beat  the  heart  of  penitence.  Oh!  how  much  louder  plead 
that  poor  little  chinmey  sweep  than  all  the  beggars  I  had 
seen!  This  country  is  more  entirely  Catholic  than  any  I 
have  yet  seen.  Shrines  with  little  images  are  fre([uent  along 
the  road,  and  promises  of  indulgences.  Hut  this  makes  not 
the  poverty  of  the  people.  Other  causes  must  come  in;  else 
we  must  reason  in  like  manner  about  England  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  The  evil  is  in  the  race  somewhat;  the  stock 
is  inferior;  but  above  all  must  the  ditliculty  be  sought  in 
those  tremendous  social  defects  which  are  now  everj^Avhere 
forcing  the  attentions  of  men.  At  present  neither  Protestant- 
ism, nor  Popery  bring  (mt  their  great  doctrine  to  bear  on  the 
evil. 

MONDAY.  We  passed  through  a  magnificent  country 
to  Martigny,  At  Col  de  Balm,  we  were  indeed  amid  moun- 
tains. In  every  direction  they  towered.  We  heard  the  not 
unmusical  sound  of  the  bells  on  the  little  Alpine  cows  and 
saw  these  animals  so  high  up  that  they  seemed  like  sheep. 
Arrived  at  Martigny,  It  is  a  place  famous  for  Jesuits  and 
fleas.  Was  bitten  horribly  by  the  latter  and  attended  a 
christening  in  one  of  the  churches  of  the  former.  The  child 
was  introduced  into  the  church  amid  the  firing  of  guns  and 
the  pealing  of  organs.  To  myself  the  sponsorial  and  the 
military  systems  seem  equally  out  of  place.  Unless  the  awful 
fact  of  almost  identity  be  fully  recognized  I  see  not  how  the 
spirituality  of  infant  baptism  can  be  appreciated,  I  would 
about  as  soon  commit  a  child  to  the  faith  of  a  file  of  soldiers 
as  to  that  of  men  and  women  utterly  unrelated  to  the  being 
for  whom  they  promise,     Martigny  is  in  one  of  the  cantons 
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against  which  the  larger  cantons  are  going  to  direct  their 
forces  to  concentrate.  All  the  smaller  cantons  are  Catholic 
to  a  great  extent  and  will  fight  to  retain  the  Jesuits.  I  went 
about  and  observed  the  people.  They  are  evidently  excited 
and  are  lashing  each  other  up  to  patriotism  and  fanaticism. 
I  stood  near  a  group  who  were  firing  and  singing  of  I.iberty! 
Liberty!  The  other  party  are  liberals,  too!  So  the  world 
goes.  Saw  the  famous  Swiss  rifle  said  to  kill  at  twelve  hun- 
dred feet.  A  party  very  willingly  went  out  and  fired  for  me 
at  five  hundred  feet.  They  fired  well,  but  not  remarkably, 
as  they  were  essentially  drunk.  The  weapon  is,  however,  a 
formidable  one  and  carries  a  ball  much  larger  than  our 
musquet  ball.  At  an  early  hour  began  our  way  to  St. 
Bernard.  Part  of  our  company  rode  in  a  vehicle  with  seats 
lengthwise  so  that  we  faced  the  side  of  the  road — a  regular 
crab-like  mode  of  proceeding.  After  some  hours  we  left  our 
carriage  and  took  the  same  mules  to  ride.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  day  we  came  into  the  solitude  of  the  Alps.  1 
never  saw  before  such  wastes.  Lofty  mountains  rose  up, 
without  verdure;  a  torrent  roared  along  our  path.  The  way 
became  steeper  and  soon  we  had  some  idea  of  what  travel- 
lers must  endure  who  cross  these  mountains  in  winter.  Ere 
long  we  came  to  some  little  stone  buildings  which  are  visited 
in  winter  every  day  to  see  if  any  travellers  have  been  over- 
come by  the  snow.  The  clouds  had  been  threatening  for 
some  hours  past  and  the  storm  broke  just  as  we  gained  the 
convent.  There  it  stood,  reared  on  an  Alpine  summit  eight 
thousand  feet  high  and  more,  surrounded  with  associations 
m<<re  sacred  to  me  than  the  battlefields  1  had  passed.  A  huge 
dog  met  us  at  the  door;  the  convent  bell  rung,  and  we  were 
conducted  into  a  plain  but  very  comfortable  saloon.  How 
little  1  thought  I  should  ever  see  that  convent!  I  had  read 
of  it  in  cliildhood;  in  maturer  years  had  longed  to  see  the 
monks,  the  dogs — to  hear  the  tales  of  quiet  benevolence.  At 
length  my  wishes  were  grantd  and  1  stood  witliin  those 
walls.  I  am  no  Catholic,  but  1  pity  the  man  who  feels  no 
thrill  of  interest  at  the  sight  of  that  old  Convent.  Its  mission 
lasts  through  ages.  For  eight  hundred  years  and  more  it 
has  kept  its  place  amid  the  snows  and  cold  of  a  ten  month 
winter.  Its  bells  cheer  the  travellers  from  either  side.  Its 
servants  and  dogs — its  monks  too  are  out  to  seek  the  perish- 
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ing.    Its  fires,  its  hoard  are  ever  ready  to  welcome  the  weary. 
Thousands  of  peasants  are  sheltered  there,  and  the  prayer 
of  many    rescued  pilgrim  has  I  douht  not  j^one  uj)  from  the 
Alpine  snows  for  that   lii^ht-house  of  the  mountains.     We 
were  welcomed   plainly   hut  kindly   hy  two  of   the   monks. 
The  others  we  did  not  see  except  at  the  mornini,'  prayer. 
Soon  the  storm  increased,  and  in  a  drenchinif  rain  arrived 
four     Englishmen,     two     Frenchmen,     three     women  and 
iiuo  children!  To  think  of  these  last.    We  had  just  begun  to 
feel  comfortable  by  tlio  fire  wiien  the  ladies  entered  from  the 
rooms  where  on  their  first  arrival  they  had  gone  to  change 
their  clolbes!  They  took  our  places  and  sat  on  the  monks' 
robes,  looking  very  much  out  of  place!    It  is  too  bad!  What 
but  the  spirit  that  delights  in  incongruity  could  have  sent 
those  women   and   children   up   the   Alps   on   the   hacks  of 
mules — and   then   down    again!     Hut   the   little   boy  was   a 
beauty  and  it  seemed  for  a  moment  "sunlike"  to  see  him 
amid  our  rough-looking  party.    It  was  very  queer,  that  scene 
in  the  Convent.     A  fire  in   the  month  of  August!     And  a 
party    of   various   nations   gathered    together   in    that    wild 
place!    We  talked  of  the  life  led  there,  the  risks,  the  dogs. 
The  monks,  too,  had  no  cant  about  them.    They  conversed 
of     their    mission    in     a  very  sensible,  matter-of-fact  way. 
They  showed  us  their  cabinet,  containing  some  good  coins 
of  the  Romans  found  in  the  ruins  of  an  old  temple  once 
existing  there.     The  coins  mount  up  to  the  time  of  Julius 
Caesar.     That  temple  was  the  worship  of  natural  religion! 
This  Convent  the  charity  of  the  Cross!     After  this  came 
supper,  a    very    substantial    meal,    and    then    we    passed 
through  a  corridor  to  our  sleeping  rooms.     I  once  thought 
that  it  would  have  been  long  ere  I  could  have  slept  in  such 
a  place,  so  full  of  its  solemn  thoughts.    There  was  no  Bible 
on  the  table.    But  there  was  a  crucifix  and  there  were  asso- 
ciations enough  to  occupy  the  mind.     But  I  had  been  so 
accustomed  to  change  that  after  some  time  spent  in  pon- 
dering over  the  strangeness  of  the  place  I  slept  as  soundly  as 
ever  in   Xcwi)ort.     The    next   morning   early    I   climbed   a 
summit  higher  than  the  Convent  and  enjoyed  alone  the  lux- 
ury of  thought.  That  was  God's  natural  temple.Then  the-  Con- 
vent bell  called  to  prayers  and  I  went  to  their  chapel.     It 
has  a  monument  to  (ieneral  Deseux.     The  carving  is  very 
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line  and  the  most  work  in  the  Chapel.  I  stood  hy  a  pillar  and 
gazed  on  the  monks  and  listened  to  th'e  organ  and  thought 
how  through  long  winters  had  alw^ays  sounded  those 
prayers  and  chants.  Then  came  a  visit  to  the  dead  house, 
where  the  unclaimed  bodies  of  the  victims  of  the  snow  are 
kept.  It  was  a  horrid  sight.  The  hair  was  still  on  some. 
The  teeth  of  others  were  hard  set.  They  stood  against  the 
wall,  horrid  skeletons.  They  strew'ed  the  floor  and  I  could  nof 
tread  without  grinding  to  the  earth  the  bone  of  some  being 
like  myself.  And  this  was  one  of  death's  treasure  houses! 
The  dreadful  spoil  of  the  avalanche  and  the  snowdrift!  We 
saw  all  that  remained  to  be  seen.  We  shook  the  hospitable 
monks  by  the  hand  and  bid  them  farewell;  probably  never  to 
meet  again  in  this  world.  To  me  that  convent  had  more 
interest  than  all  else  in  this  excursion.  Still  I  see  it  high  in 
the  Alps  keeping  watch  amid  the  tempests  of  Winter!  On 
our  way  w^e  visited  a  chapel  of  St.  Maurice  perched  up  some 
hundred  feet  in  the  air  and  heard  the  hermit  tell  of  mira- 
cles. Here  again  the  boy's  teacher  w^as  horribly  troubled. 
I  told  him  that  John  Wesley  recorded  miracles,  too;  but 
nothing  was  so  horrible  as  the  Catholics!  But  of  what  use 
to  have  one  devil  cast  out  if  seven  more  enter  in?!!  Sure 
I  am  that  the  present  spirit  of  opposition  to  Popery  can  n'ever 
successfully  encounter  its  antagonist;  it  is  too  weak  and  only 
provokes.  There  is  no  large  mindedness  in  it.  Give  the 
Protestant  Churches  and  Ministers  a  deeper  hold  of  the 
great  doctrine  of  Christianity.  Let  its  experience  bring  out 
more  unquestionably  the  individuality  of  the  gospel.  But 
I  have  as  little  hope  of  the  anti-Catholic  spirit  accomplish- 
ing its  designs  as  in  the  anti-slavery.  In  either  case  I  fear  the 
exorciser  as  much  as  the  demon. 

Our  r'eiturn  home  was  without  incident,  save  a  most  ter- 
rific storm  which  amid  the  Alps  gathers  new^  sublimity.  I  can 
easily  see  how  some  minds  that  seek  not  the  God  of  the 
Bible  make  a  religion  out  of  their  enjoyment  of  nature  and 
then  embody  their  w  ild  taste  in  a  conception  they  term  God. 
But  there  is  no  spirituality  in  nature  worship.  It  lacks  the 
element  of  the  consciousness  of  sin  and  without  this  there 
is  no  way  to  the  Gospel.  Nature  makes  us  feel  our  insig- 
nificance and  them  again  lifts  us  up  to  a  thrilling  pride  of 
being,  but  it  does  not  bow  us  down  with  the  soul-felt  "God 
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be  merciful  to  nie,  a  sinner!"  The  voyager  among  the  Alps 
sees  sometimes  on  the  loftiest  summits  a  simple  cross  stand- 
ing against  the  sky.  I  speak  not  now  of  persuasion.  Enough 
to  let  it  suggest  what  should  be  the  Christian's  cnjojiiient 
of  nature.  Jesus  (Christ  is  now  the  God  of  creation,  and  his 
cross  should  hallow  our  taste.  Kver  should  we  see  it  the 
highest  object  in  our  world. 
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SOCIETY   NOTES 


The  death  of  Mrs.  Terry,  and 
the  iUness  of  the  Doctor,  hon- 
oured President  of  our  Soci- 
ety, have  cast  their  shadow 
upon  this  period  in  which  thi^ 
Annual  Meeting  has  been  hehi. 
So  deep  has  been  the  sympathy 
felt  l)y  all  connected  with  our 
institution  that  comments  upon 
historic  and  other  hap])enini^s 
such  as  are  usually  to  be  found 
in  this  column,  seem  out  of 
place. 

On  every  side  we  see  the  evi- 
dences of  the  beneifits  bestowed 
upon  our  Society  by  Dr.  Terry. 
Most  conspicuous  of  all  at  this 
present  moment  is  the  lot  next 
door,  the  lot  which  he  present- 
ed to  us  several  years  aj^o  and 
which  through  his  constant 
forethought  and  generosity  has 
been  converted  from  a  desert 
into  one  of  the  garden  spots  of 
Newport.  It  is  impossible  to 
imagine  a  more  striking  meta- 
morphosis than  that  which  Dr. 
Terry  has  wrought  in  the  sur- 


roundings of  tlie  home  of  our 
Society. 

And  to  mention  this,  recalls 
to  mind  the  wealth  of  historic 
possessions  which  have  come 
to  us  during  the  past  decade 
from  the  same  generous 
source.  Butt's  Hill,  Fort  Bar- 
ton, (ireen  Knd,  the  ancient 
windmill  on  the  West  Main 
Road.  In  financial  institu- 
tions, periodical  investigtions 
are  made  of  the  resources, 
bonds,  stocks,  documentr\'  se- 
curities of  varied  nature  and 
value — but  these  are  for  the\ 
most  part  buried  in  subterra- 
nean vaults,  far  from  the  light 
of  day.  How  much  richer  are 
we,  who  not  only  have  price- 
less historic  documents,  locked 
in  our  strong-room,  but  can  go 
abroad  and  feast  our  eyes 
upon  scenes  of  famous  battles, 
and  ancient  methods  of  food 
production,  all  of  which  be- 
long to  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try, and  to  the  Xewi)ort  Histor- 
ical Societv. 
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